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I entreat you, child of Zeus the Deliverer,

preserve the might of Himera, Savior Fortune.

For it is you who on the sea guide swift

ships, and on land rapid battles

and assemblies that render counsel. As for men’s hopes,
they often rise, while at other times they roll down

as they voyage across vain falsehoods.

No human has yet found a sure sign

from the gods regarding an impending action;
their plans for future events lie hidden from view. >
Many things happen to men counter to their judgment—
at times to the reverse of their delight, but then some

who have encountered grievous storms

exchange their pain for great good in a short space of time.
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Son of Philanor, truly would the honor of your feet,
like a local fighting cock by its native hearth,
have dropped its leaves ingloriously,

had not hostile faction deprived you of your homeland, Cnossos.

But now, having won a crown at Olympia,
and twice from Pytho and at the Isthmus, Ergoteles,
you exalt ® the Nymphs® warm baths, living

by lands that are your own.




